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BATTLE

THIRTY YEARS AFTER BILLIE JEAN AND BOBBY,

THE JOCK GOES THREE SETS WITH THE FARER

by Nick Mystrom

n the Saturday before Easter, | found myself in a coffee shop talking about
tennis - which is weird because | don’t drink coffee or play tennis. | am talking
with Greer Satherlie, the two-time state singles champ from Cherry Creek High
School who is now a scholarship player for CSU. We begin our conversation
talking casually about her tennis career, which began when she was three.

The whole time we're talking, I'm trying to think of a logical way to reveal my true motive: |
want to challenge her to a tennis match. Just like Ivan Lend| used to do, I'll pick my spot and
go forit.

In spite of being a very accomplished player, Greer is not overly consumed by the sport she
loves. When | ask what her high school record was, she responds “I'm not really sure” When
| ask her what her college record is, she is even more vague: “I guess its pretty good. | had
a good fall. | dont know exactly what my record is, but | won a couple of matches in the
beginning of the year. I've had a few losses since then.

| challenge you to find a male division | tennis player in America who doesn’t know his exact
record (not to mention his first-serve percentage, unforced errors, and body fat percentage).
| wonder about her views on the state of women'’s tennis and she waxes poetic: “Some of
those girls are pretty cute, like Maria Sharapova.” | ask about her next match: “I think it might
be Tuesday. | have it on my calendar, | think”” Thoughts on Serena Williams: “She dresses in
these, like, weird outfits”’

When | commentto Greerthat she is pretty laid back about hersport and that her conversational
demeanor is somewhere between Tinker Bell and the Easter bunny, she assures me that her
on-court intensity will not disappoint. “I'm very serious on the court. | used to get really mad,
but that didn't help. Now, | just try and really focus and play within myself.’

After explaining my complete lack of experience in tennis, but a rather lengthy résumé in other
sports, | pop the big question (not that big question, Mom. Sorry). “So, how do you think |
would do in a match against you?"

She’s confused. No other reporter has ever asked this question. Is this guy a weirdo? Does he
really want to play me? Wasn't there some clown named Bobby Riggs in the ‘70s who played
Billy Jean King in the Astrodome?

She composes herself. And with her captivating humility and charm says, “Well, my dad was
an All-American in football and basketball, but never really played tennis. We play every once
in a while and he can sometimes get a game off me”

“So, that's your prediction - you beat me 6-0 and 6-1," | ask.
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“You’re gonna get your ass

kicked. Just don’'t show up.
That’s what you should do.”

“Yeah. Sorry”"

Somehow,Terrell Owens and Chad Johnson aren’t
this cute when they make a brash prediction.
Come to think of it, this prediction may not be so
brash, after all. But one $#@*& game? In two
six-game matches? In the famous words of John
McEnroe, “You can't be serious!”

Greer graciously offers a suggestion that her
teaching pro at Greenwood Athletic Club, Ryan
Haith, coach me for an hour before the match.
| accept her offer and immediately begin to
stretch out my 34-year-old hamstrings.

In the car ride home fram our first interview, |
try and analyze the impending match. Let’s start
with what | know for sure.

| know that | am stronger than her - physically,
anyway. But | also know that she is a stronger
tennis player. | know that | have no backhand,
whatsoever. But | know that she has no weakness,
whatsoever. | know that | can hit a serve well
over 100 miles per hour, but that | almost never
get it in. Her serve, conversely, while only in the
70s, almost always makes it in with spin and
precision. | know that | am a fast runner and a
fast learner, but she has had 16 years to learn.
| know that | am in the twilight of my athletic
career, while she is in her prime.

| think | like my chances.

| decide to make a few phone calls to some
trusted allies who are equally aware of my
athletic abilities and my lack of tennis knowledge
and experience. Looking for a prediction, | call
my brother first because he knows me better
than anyone else. | have the gall to ask him what
| should do if | get ahead and fear that | actually
may beat her.

“If | beat her in the first set and start to think
| may beat her, should | just tank it so | don't
look like a jackass?” His response: “First of all,
don’t lose any sleep over the prospect of beating
her, ‘cause it's not happening. Second, if you are
beating her, don't throw it, just kick her ass and
write about it. But, like | said, don't worry about
beating her”

Next call.









